Thesis Statement: A statement that contains a subject and an opinion (also called commentary) that makes a claim about the topic/prompt. It goes at the end of the introductory paragraph.

Introduction/Introductory paragraph: The first paragraph of an essay that includes the hook and the thesis. 

Hook: The opening sentence of an essay. It is meant to grab the reader’s attention and draw interest. It “hooks” a reader in.

Topic Sentence: The first sentence of a body paragraph. This sentence must contain the topic of the paragraph and the opinion being supported. It provides the same focus for the body paragraph that the thesis provides for the entire essay. The topic sentence is also referred to as a claim. 

Body Paragraph: A middle paragraph in an essay. Its purpose is to develop a point in support of the thesis. It includes a topic sentence, concrete details/evidence, and support/explanation.
Concrete Details: Specific details that form the backbone or core of the body paragraphs. This includes quotations, specific plot references or paraphrasing of events in a text. Often referred to as facts, specifics, examples, descriptions, illustrations, proof, evidence, or plot references.

Support/Commentary: Explanation of the evidence. This explains how the evidence proves the point made in the thesis and topic sentence. Synonyms include opinion, insight, analysis, interpretation, inference, evaluation, explication, or reflection.

Chunk: One sentence of concrete detail and two sentences of commentary. It is the smallest unified group of thoughts you can write. Ratio of 1:2.

Concluding sentence/Transition sentence: They help a reader understand how one idea is related to another. They come at the very end of a paragraph and signal that a shift, contradiction or elaboration will be coming in the next paragraph. They make your writing flow smoothly and keep your ideas coherently organized.

Concluding Paragraph: The last paragraph in an essay. It may sum up your ideas, reflect on what you said in your essay, or say more commentary about your subject that provides a universal truth or connection to the bigger picture. It gives a finished feeling to an essay.

