BENJAMIN FRANKLIN—Glimpses of the Man

Poor Richard’s Almanac

An almanac, according to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, is a publication containing astronomical and meteorological data for a given year and often including miscellaneous other information.  All kinds of almanacs, such as The Old Farmer’s Almanac, Information Please Almanac, Baseball Almanac, and even The Squirrel Almanac, are still published today. They contain a fascinating assortment of information.  First, let’s look at what almanacs are published today and what they can be used for.

PLEASE LOG ON TO YOUR COMPUTER AND LAUNCH YOUR INTERNET BROWSER.  Go to www.google.com and conduct a search for “almanac”.

Please use the results of this search to answer the following questions:

List the first 10 search result titles for this search:

1.  

2. 

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Click on the Old Farmer’s Almanac link (should be the 1st result).   Search around a little on the home page to see what’s here, and then answer the following questions from that web site:

What happened TODAY IN HISTORY? 

What is the QUESTION OF THE DAY? 

What is the answer to the question?

Click on the “advice” tab at the top of the page.  Click on “Best Days”
What are the best dates to start projects in this month?

What are the best dates to go camping next month?

What are the best dates to potty train children next month?
Go “back” top the “home” page.  

Click on the “weather” tab at the top of the page.  
Customize the location by changing it to our school Zip Code (90266).

What is the predicted high temperature today?

Click on “weather features” and read. 
What is the “El Nino Effect”?

Click your “Back” button until you have returned to “Google” Search for “Baseball Almanac” and click on the Baseball Almanac - The Official Baseball History Site .  Search around this site for a minute and look at all the amazing information this on-line almanac contains.  Click on the “All-Star Game” link found under “History” on the home page.
Locate the chart about the All-Star Games. 
Where and on what date was the first baseball All-Star Game played?  
Who won the first All-Star Game—the American League (A.L.) or the National League (N.L.)?

Click “back” to the home page and click the “Players” link, then “Hall of Fame.” There are several interesting charts available on this page. Answer the following questions by searching through the appropriate charts here:
In what year was HANK AARON inducted in the Baseball Hall of Fame?

How many players were inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1941? 
Now that you have some idea what modern almanacs can do for you, let’s take a closer look at possibly the most famous almanac of all time: Poor Richard’s Almanac, written by Benjamin Franklin.

“Benjamin Franklin wrote and published a series of almanacs from 1733 to 1758, entitled Poor Richard’s Almanac.  These almanacs were his most popular work and the most popular almanac in the colonies.  Franklin developed the persona of Richard Saunders, a poor man with a nagging wife, as the "author" of these almanacs.  Not all, or even necessarily most, of the sayings in the Almanac were created by Franklin; many of them have sources from earlier philosophers and thinkers such as Francis Bacon.  But, all of them are colored by Franklin's brilliant wit and skill with words.” (Excerpted from “Poor Richard’s Page)
While the almanacs contained many charts, tables, and statistics, we will concentrate here on the sections of the almanacs where Franklin’s personality, wit, and humor shown through…

NOW, GO TO THE FOLLOWING WEB SITE: http://www.antiquebooks.net/library.html   
Under “FAMOUS BOOKS First In Our Collection” click in the circle next to “ Poor Richard's Almanac (1898) Full Text Search!” and click on the “Select Book and Click Here” bar above it.  This will take you an 1898 reproduction of excerpts from Poor Richard’s Almanac—starting with the first year of its publication in 1733-- in electronic book form, which you can read page-by-page.  This is an excellent example of a “secondary source document”—a compilation of “greatest hits” from the almanacs, if you will.

Start at page 1 and click on [image: image1.wmf].

Read the first pages, using the 

 button to turn the “pages”.  

Take a look at the “Contents” on page 2.  What six sections does the book contain?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Read pages 1-11 of the “Prefaces” and answer the following questions:

(While reading, please try to appreciate Franklin’s “tongue in cheek” wit, and that it was enormously funny and popular in its time.  Also note, by reading the footnotes on the first page of the 1733 preface, that, while “Richard Saunders” is a made-up persona created by Ben Franklin, Mr. Titan Leeds is indeed a real person—a rival almanac publisher.  Be sure that you “get” Franklin’s satire and humor used here; if you don’t, please ask…)

(1733) 

Who and what compelled “Richard Saunders” to write this almanac? Why?

What did “Saunders’” wife threaten to do if he did not find some means of income?

Who was Mr. Titan Leeds?

Why does “Saunders” feel free to go ahead and write an almanac?

(1734)

For what is “Saunders” thanking the “Courteous Readers” in the 1734 preface?

What was he and his wife’s situation as a result?

What appeared in Mr. Titan Leeds’ 1734 almanac about Saunders?  

What does this lead Saunders think happened to Mr. Titan Leeds, and why?   

(1735) What does ‘Saunders” say about Titan Leeds in this year’s preface?  

Using the [image: image3.wmf] function, return to page 1, go forward one page to the “Contents” page once more.  Click on “The Way to Wealth” and the book will automatically jump to page 38.  Read the footnotes on pages 38 and 39 first to get an explanation of this section, and then read the actual text on pages 38-63.  Remember, by clicking on the pages they automatically turn to the next two pages. This section is from the 1758 edition of Poor Richard’s Almanac. 

According to the explanation offered in the footnotes, why was this section of his almanacs considered important in its time?
Cite THREE PIECES OF ADVICE regarding “The Way to Wealth” offered:

1.


2.


3.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Homework:

Franklin is best known for the sage and witty advice he prescribed to his readers each year.  In his almanac he published a chapter entitled “Proverbs and Apothegms”, and on the Internet are numerous sites which list famous quotes from Franklin.  

Search the internet and find five (5) aphorisms from Franklin that you especially like and actually understand the deeper meaning of, write them on the back of this page, and briefly explain what each one means in “plain English”.  If you need help, ask your parent(s) or guardian(s)…  (“Be one with Ben Franklin…”)
_1290343331.unknown

_1290343330.unknown

